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Alack ! when once our grace we have forgot. 

Nothing goes right ; we would, and we would not. 

Shakejp. Meafure far Meafure. 

At thunder now no more I ftart. 

Than at the rumbling of a cart : 

Nay, what’s incredible, alack ! 

I hardly hear a woman’s clack. Swift. 

Ala'ckaday. interjellion. [1 his, like the former, is for alas the 
day.] A word noting forrow and melancholy. 

Ala'criously. adv. [from alacrious , (uppofed to be formed 
from alacris ; but of alacrious I have found no example.] 
Cheerfully ; without dejection. 

Epaminondas alacrioujiy expired, in confidence that he left 
behind him a perpetual memory of the victories he had atchiev- 
ed for his country. " Government of thcTonguc, % 4. 

Ala'crity. n. f [1 alacritas , Lat.J Cheerfulnefs, exprefled by 
fome outward token ; fprighdinels; gayety; livelinels; cheer- 
ful willingnels. 

Wherefore, in the end, thefe orders were, on all Tides, af- 
fented unto with no lefs alacrity of mind, than cities, unable to 
, hold out any longer, are wont to (hew when they take condi- 
tions, fuch as it liketh him to offer them, which hath them in 
the narrow ftraits of advantage. Hooker s Preface. 

Give me a bowl of wine ; 

1 have not that alacrity of lpirit, 

Nor cheer of mind, that I was wont to have. Sh. Rich. HI. 

But glad, that now his fea (hould find a (hore, 

With frefh alacrity , and force renew’d. 

Springs upward. Miltons Paradife Loft h. ii . I. 1 01 1. 

Never did men more joyfully obey. 

Or fooner underllood the lign to fly : 

With fuch alacrity they bore away. 

As if, to praife them all, the Hates Hood by. ~Dryd.Ann.Mir. 
ALA Ml' RE. n.f. The loweft note but one in Guido Aretine’s 
fcale of mufick. 

Alamo'de. adv. \_d lamsdey Fr.] According to the fafhion : a 
low word. It is ufed likewife by (hopkeepers for a kind of thin 
filken manufacture. 

Ala'nd. adv. [from a for at , and land.] At land; landed ; on 
the diy ground. 

He only, with the prince his coufin, were calf aland, far oft 
from the place whither their defires would have guided them. 

Sidney , b. ii. 

Three more, fierce Eurus, in his angry mood, 

Dafh’d on the /hallows of the moving fand. 

And, in mid ocean, left them moor’d aland. Dryd. Virg. Ain. 
ALA'RM. n.f. [from the French, d I’anne, to arms; as, crier 
d I'anne , to call to arms.] 

I . A cry by which men are fummoned to their arms ; as, at the 
approach of an enemy. 

When the congregation is to be gathered together, you /hall 
blow, but you (hall not (bund an alarm. Numbers , x. 7. 

Behold/ God himfelf is with us for our captain, and his 
pricits with founding trumpets, to cry alarms againft you. 

2 Lbron. xiii. 1 2. 

The trumpets loud clangour 
Excites us to arms. 

With (hrill notes of anger. 

And mortal alarms. Dryden's Ciccilia. 

Taught by this ftroke, renounce the wars alarms , 

And learn to tremble at the name of arms. Pope's Iliad. 

1. A cry, or notice, of any danger approaching ; as, an alarm of 
fire. 

3. Any tumult or difturbancc. 

Is it then true, as diftant rumours ran, 

That crowds of rivals, for thy mothers charms. 

Thy palace fill with infults and alarms. Pope's Odyff. b. iii. 
To Ala'rm. v. a. [from alarm, the noun.] 

1. To call to arms; to difturb; as, with the approach of an 
enemy. 

The wafp the hive alarms 

With louder hums, and with unequal arms. Addifon. 

2 . To furprifewith the apprehenlion of any danger. 

When rage mifguidesme, or when fear alarms , 

When pain diftrefres, or when plcafuve charms .Ttckell on Add. 

3. To difturb in general. 

His fon, Cupavo, brufh’d the briny flood ; 

Upon his ftern a brawny Centaur flood, 

W ho heav’d a rock, and threat’ning (till to throw, 

With lifted hands alarm'd the feas below. Dryd. Aineid 
Alarmbell. n.f. [from alarm and bell.] The bell that is 
rang at the approach of an enemy. 

The alarmbell rings from our Alhambra walls, 

And, from the ftreets, found drums and ataballes. 

Dryden's Conquejl of Granada. 
Ala'rMiNC. particip. ad;, [from alarm.] 1 errifying ; awaken- 
ing ; furprifing; as, an alarming melfage ; an alarming pain. 
Alarmpost. n. f. [from alarm and pojl.] The poft or place 
appointed to each body of men, to appear at, when an alarm 
/hall happen. 

Al a'rum. n.f. [corrupted, as it feems, from alarm. See A- 

LARM.] 


Now are our brows bound with victorious wreaths, 

Our burned arms hung up for monuments , 

Our ftern alarums chang’d to merry meetings. 

Shakefpeare’s Ricl:ard]\[ 
Hence too, that /he might better hear. 

She lets a drum at either ear ; 

And loud or gentle, har(h or fweet, 

Are but th’ alarums which they beat. Prior. 

To Al a'rum. v . a. [corrupted from To alarm. See Alarm.]' 

Withered murder 
(Alarum' d by his fentinel the wolf, 

Whofe howl’s his watch) thus with Iris ftealchy pace, 

With Tarquin’s ravifhing (hides, tow’rds his defign 
Moves like a ghoft. ShakcJ'p. Macbeth. 

Ala's, interjed. [betas, Fr. eylaes, Dutch.] 

1. A word exprefling lamentation, when we ufe it of ourfelves. 

But yet, alas! O but yet alas! our haps be but hard haps. 

Sidney, h. i. 

Alas ! how little from the grave we claim ? 

Thou but preferv’ft a form, and I a name. Pope's Epifi , 

2. A word of pity, when ufed of other perfons. 

Alas ! poor Prutheus, thou haft entertain’d 
A fox to be the Zhcpherd of thy Iambs. 

Shakejp. Two Gentlemen of Verona. 

3. A word of forrow and concern, when ufed of things. 

Thus faith the Lord God, Smite with thine hand, and damp 
with thy foot, and fay, Alas ! for all the ev il abominations of 
the houfe of Ifrael. Ezekiel, vL 11. 

Alas / both for the deed, and for the caufe ! 

Milton's Paradije Lojl, b. xi. /. 461. 
Alas! for pity of this bloody field ; 

Piteous indeed mull be, when I, a fpirit, 

Can have fo foft a fenfc of human woes. Dryd. K. Arthur. 
Alas the day. inter] eft. Ah, unhappy day ! 

Alas the day ! I never gave him caufe. Shakefp. Othello. 
Alas a day ! you have ruined my poor miftrels : you have 
made a gap in her reputation ; and can you blame her, if (he 
make it up with her hufband ? Congreve's Old Bachelor. 

Alas the while, interjed. Ah, unhappy time! 

All as the /heep, fuch was the fliepherd’s look ; 

For pale and wan he was, (alas the while !) 

May feem he loved, or elfe fome care he took. Spenf. Pafer. 
Ala'te' adv . [from a and late.] Lately; no long time ago. 
Alb. n.f. [album, Lat.] Afurplice; a white linen veftment 
worn by priefts. 

Albe'it. adv. [a coalition of the words all be it fo. Skinner.] 
Although; notwithftanding; though it /hould be. 

This" very thing is caufe fufficicnt, why duties belonging to 
each kind of virtu t, albeit the law of reafon teach them, (hould, 
notwithftanding, be preferibed even by human law. Hooker. 
Of one, whofe eyes. 

Albeit unufed to the melting mood. 

Drop tears, as faft as the Arabian trees 
Their medicinal gum. Shakefp. Otheuo. 

He, who has a probable belief, that he (hall meet with thieves 
in fuch a road, thinks him felt to have reafon enough to decline 
it, albeit he is fure to fuftain fome lets, though yet conliderable, 
inconvenience bv his fo doing. Smith’s Sermons. 


A lbuci'neous. adj. [albugo, Lat. the white of an egg.] 

Eggs, I obferve, wifi freeze in the albugineous part thereof. 

Brown’s Vulgar Errours, b. 11. 

I opened it by incifion, giving vent firft to an albugvucu,, 
then to white conco&ed matter: upon which the tumour / uik. 

IVijemans burger). 

ALBUGO, n.f. [Lat.] Adifeafe in the eve, by which the cornea 
contrails awhitenefs. The fame with leucotna. 

A'lborn colour, n.f See Auburn. . 

A'lcahest. n.f A n Arabick word, to exprefs an univera 

diflblvent, which was pretended to by Paracellus audHelmont. 

’ 1 ' gunta. 

Ai.ca'id. n.f. [from al, Arab, and "Tip, the head.] 

1. In Barbary, the governour of a caftle. 

Th’ alcqid 

Shuns me, and, with a grim civility, , 

Bows, and declines my walks. Dryd. Don oebaj oir. 

2 . In Spain, the judge of a city, firft inftituted by the 

ALCANNA, n.f. An Egyptian plant ufed in dying; the leases 
making a yellow, infufed in water, and a red in acid hquours- 
The root of alcanna, though green, will give a red (tain. 

Broivn's Vulgar Erroms. 

Alchv'mical. adj. [from alcbymy.] Relating to alchvmy, P r0 “ 
duced by alchymy. . 

The rofe noble, then current for fix drillings and eight pen 
the alchymifts do affirm as an unwritten verity, was ma 
projection or multiplication alchymical of Raymond Lu ) 111 
tower of London. Camden's Re **"■ 

Alchy'mically. adv. [from alchymical.] In the manner 
an alchymift ; by means of alchymy. C/tmlcn- 

Raymond Lully would prove it alchymically. a 

A'lchymist. n.f. [from alchymy.] One who purfues or p 
tefles the feience of alchymy. 
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To folemnize this day, the glorious fun 

Stays in his courfc, and plays th z alchymift. 

Turning, with fplcndour of his precious eye, 

The mcn°TC cloddy earth to glitt ring gold. Slak. A. ohn. 

Every alchymift knows, that gold will endure a vehement 
c 1 ncr time without any change; and that after it has 
Ji a 7byco„Uv= liquours, in.,', invifible 
fcmly be precipitated, fo a, to appear ,ta own form. 
a/t r H YMY. ». f. [of al, Arab, and x*r*-J , . . 

j The more fublime and occult part of chym; try, " f 

pofes, for its object, the tranfmutation of metals, and other im- 

P °CeT notng more dangerous than this licentious and de- 
luding art, which changeth the meaning of words, as alchymy 
doth S or would do, the fubftnnce of metals, maketh of any dung 

O he fits high in all the people’s hearts ; 

And that which would appear offence in us, 

His countenance, like richeft ahhymy. 

Will change to virtue, and to worthinefs. Shakejp. j. Lap in ■ 

Princes do but play us ; compared to this, 

All honours mimick, all wealth alchymy. Donne. 

2 . A kind of mixed metal ufed for fpoons, and kitchen utcnhls. 

The golden colour may be fome mixture of orpiment, iuch 
as they ufe to brafs in die yellow alchymy. Bacon. 


The golden colour may be fome mixture of orpiment, 

; they ufe to brafs in die yellow alchymy. A _ 

White alchymy is made of pan-brafs one pounu, and arlcm- 
cum three ounces ; or alchymy is made of copper and aui lpig- 

mentum. Bacons P h ?f ;cal Ranmm ‘ 

They bid cry, 

With trumpets regal found, the great refult : 

Tow’rds the four winds, four fpeedy cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchymy. 

By herald’s voice explain’d. Milton’s Paradife Lof , b. ii. 

A'LCOHOL. n. f. An Arabick term ufed by chymifts for a high 
rectified dephlcgmated fpirit of wine, or for any thing reduced 
into an impalpable powder. Ahincy. 

If the fame fait (hall be reduced into alcohol, as the chymifts 
fpeak, or an impalpable powder, the particles and intercepted 
fpaces will be extremely leflened. Boyle 

Sal volatile oleofum will coagulate the ferum on account of 
the alcohol, or rectified fpirit which it contains. Arbutbnot. 

Alcoholization, n.f [from alcoholize.] I he a'ft of alco- 
holizing or rectifying fpirits ; or of reducing bodies to an im- 
palpable powder. 

To A'lcoholize. v. a. [from alcohol.] 

1. To make an alcohol; diat is, to rectify fpirits dll they are 
wholly dephlcgmated. 

2. To comminute powder till it is wholly without roughnefs. 

A'lcoran. n.f [al and koran, Arab.] The book of the Maho- 
metan precepts, and credenda. 

If this would fatisfy the confidence, we might not only take 
the prefent covenant, but fubferibe to the council of Trent; 
yea, and to the Turkiffi alcoran ; and fwear to maintain and 
defend either of them. Sanderfon againjl the Covenant. 

Alco've. n.f. [ alcoba , Span.] 

A recefs, or part of a chamber, feparated by an eftrade, or 
partition of a column, and other correfpondent ornaments ; in 
which is placed a bed of Hate, and fometimes feats to entertain 
company. Trevoux. 

The wearv’d champion lulls in foft alcoves , 

The nobleft boaft of thy romantick groves. 

Oft, if the mufe prefage, fhall he be feen 
By Rofamonda fleeting o’er die green. 

In dreams be hail’d by heroes’ mighty (hades, 

And hear old Chaucer warble dirough the glades. Tickell. 

Deep in a rich alcove the prince was laid. 

And (lept beneath die pompous colonnade. Pope’s Odyjfey. 

A'lder. n.f. [alnus, Lat.] A tree having leaves refembling thofe 
of the hazel ; the male flowers, or katkins, are produced at re- 
mote diftances from the fruit, on the fame tree ; the fruit is fqua- 
mofe, and of a conical figure. 

The fpecics are ; 1 . The common or round-leaved alder. 
2 . The long-leaved alder. 3. The fcarlet alder. 

Thefe trees delight in a very moift foil, where few others will 
thrive, and are a great improvement to fuch lands. They mav 
be alfo planted on the fides of brooks, and cut for poles every 
third or fourth year. The wood is ufed by turners, and will 
endure long under ground, or in water. Thefe trees are pro- 
pagated uther by planting layers, or truncheons, about three 
leet in length, in February or March. Millar. 

Without the grot, a various filver feene 
Appear’d around, and groves of living green ; 

Poplars and alders ever quivering play’d. 

And nodding cyprefs form’d a fragrant (hade. Pope's Odyff. 

Alderli'evest. adj. fitperl. [from aid, alder, old, elder, and 
lieve, dear, beloved.] Moft beloved; which has held the loiwcft 
pofleflion of the heart. “ 

The mutual conference that my mind hath had,. 

By day, by night, waking, and in my dnams. 

In courtly company, or at my beads, 

With you, mine alderlievejl fyvereign ; 
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A'ld' R.man. n. /. [from aid, old, and man.] 

j The fame as fenator. Cowell. A governour or magiftrate, ori- 
ginally, as the name imports, chofen on account of die experi- 
ence which his age had given him. 

Tell him, rnvfelf, the mayor, and aldermen. 

Are come to have fome conf’rence with his grace. Sb.K.LU. 

Though my own aldermen conferr u my bays. 

To me committing their eternal praife; , 

Their full-fed heroes, their pacifick may’rs, ? 

Their annual trophies, and their mondily wars. Pope s Dun. 

2 . In the following paffage it is, I think, improperly uled. 

But if the trumpet’s clangour you abhor, 

And dare not be an alderman of war, „ 

Take to a /hop, behind a counter lie. Dryd. Juv. Sat. 

A'ldfrmanly. adv. [from alderman.] Like an alderman; 

belonging to an alderman. # . . 

Thefe, and many more, fu'ffcred death, in envy to their vir- 
tues and fuperiour genius, which emboldened them, in exigen- 
cies /wanting an aldtrmanly difcrction) to attempt fervice out or 
the common forms. Swift s ATifcellanus. 

A lder n. adj. [from alder.] Made of alder. 

Then aldem boats firft plow’d the ocean ; f 

The failors number’d then, and nam’d each ftar. Mays V \rg. 

ALE. n.f. [eale, Sax.] 

1. A liquour made by infufing malt [See Malt.] in hot water, 
and then fermenting the liquour. 

I’ll fcratch yourTeads ; you muft be feeing chriftenings. 
Do you look for ale and cakes here, you rude rafeals ? 

7 Shakejp. Henry VIII. 

The fertility of the foil in grain, and its being not proper 
for vines, put the Egyptians upon drinking ale, of which they 
were the inventors. Arbutbnot on Coins. 

2. A merry meeting ufed in country places. 

And all the neighbourhood, from old records 
Of antick proverbs drawn from Whitfon lords. 

And their authorities at wakes and ales. 

With country precedents, and old wives tales, 

We bring you now. Ben.fohnfon. 

A'l r berry, n.f. [from ale and berry.] A beverage made by 
boiling ale with fpice and fugar, and fops of bread : a word on- 
ly ufed in converlation. 

Ale brewer, n.f. [from ale and brewer.] One that profefles 
to brew ale. 

The fummer-made malt brews ill, and is difliked by moft of 
our ale brewers. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

A'leconner. n.f. [from ale and eon.] An officer in the city 
of London, whofe bufinefs is to infpc£t the meafures of publick 
.houfes. Four of them are chofen or rechofen annually by the 
common-hall of the city ; and whatever might be their ufe 
formerly, their places arc now regarded only as finc-cures for 
decayed citizens. 

A'lecost. n.f. [perhaps from ah, and cojlus, Lat.] The name 
of an herb. Din. 

Ale'ctryomancy, or Ale'ctoromancy. n.f [aXixlfua)» and 
/midi ?.] Divination by a cock. Diet. 

A'legar. n.f. [from rt/fand eager, four.] Sour ale; a kind of 
acid made by ale, as vinegar by wine, which has loft its fpirit. 

A'leger. adj. [allegre, Fr. alacris, Lat.] Gay; chearful ; 
fprightly : a word not now ufed. 

Certainly, this berrycoffee, the root and leaf belle, and leaf 
tobacco, of which die Turks are great takers, do ail eondenfe 
the fpirits, and make them ftrong and aleger. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. 

A'l e hoof. n.f. [from ale and hoopb, head.] Groundivy, fo 
called by our Saxon anceftors, as being their chief ingredient 
in ale. See Groundivy. 

Alchoof. or groundivy, is, in my opinion, of the moft ex- 
cellent and moft general ufe and virtue, of any plants we have 
among us. Temple. 


A'l f house, n.f. [from ale and houfe.] A houfe where ale is 

e. It is diftir 

vern, where they fell wine. 


publickly fold ; a tipling-houfe. 


: diftinguifhed from a ta- 


Thou moft beauteous inn, 

W hy /hould hard-favour’d grief be lodg’d in thee, 

When triumph is become an alehoufe gueft ? Sh. Rich. II. 
One would think it fhould be no cafy matter to bring any 
man of fenfe in love with an alehoufe ; indeed of fo much Yen fe, 
as feeing and fmelling amounts to ; there being fuch ftrong en- 
counters of both, as would quickly fend him packing, did not 
the love of good fellow/hip reconcile to thefe nufances. South. 

Thee /hall each alehoufe , thee each gilhoufe mourn, 

And anfw’ring ginlhops fowrer fighs return. Pope’s Dun 
Alehouse ke- eper. n.f. [from atehoujc and keeper.] ' Hethat 
keeps ale publickly to fell. 

You refemble perfectly the two alehoufe keepers in Holland, 
who were at the fame timeburgomafters of the town, and taxed 
one another’s bills alternately. Bolingbroke to Swift. 

A LEK NIGHT, n.f. [from ale and knight.] A pot-companion; 
a tippler : a word now out of ufe. 

The old alekmgbts of England were well depainted out of him, 
in the a.e-houle colours of that time, in this manner. Gander.. 

Alembick.. 
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